The only problem that remained to be solved was the location of the oxygen functionalities and this was settled by chemical means.Jones oxidation of 1 afforded a mixture of two acids(2a and 3a).The major constituent 2a,which was obtained in a pure form by silica gel column chromatography,was elucidated to be a C18-acid,on the basis of the 1H-and The extract was concentrated and the thick waxy mass settling at the bottom was separated from the rest of the extract by decantation.The waxy semi-solid was washed with petrol and chromatographed over silica gel.Elution of the column with solvents of increasing polarity furnished a nearly homogeneous thick oil from the CHC11-methanol (97:3) 
